

GEMS Workshops 2024
1.  Underwater Adventure:  Learn fun, fascinating facts about Hawaiian marine life, ocean ecology, and the science behind exploring the underwater world.  Teri Leicher, Elle Brown, & Jessica Doyle, Scuba Instructors, Jack’s Diving Locker  
2.  Marine Science & Problem Solving Along Our Shores:  Marine biologists work to save Hawaii’s precious coastal ecosystems.  Students get an up close (and fishy) look at the threats to these ecosystems.  Megan Lamson Leatherman, Education and Outreach, & Stacey Breining, Hawaii Wildlife Fund
3.  Coral Reef Conservation and Monitoring:  Learn what it means to be a marine biologist and why they are so important in Hawaii.  Alii Craig, Ashlynn Overly, and Camille Barnett, DLNR, Division of Aquatic Resources 
4. & 5.  A “WHEA” (way of) Life:  Learn from WHEA high school students about projects from A to Z and go from the mountain to the sea.  Check out what our students have been working on this year.  West Hawaii Explorations Academy High School students.  Liana White, Sponsor 
6.  The Art and Science of Food:  Discover the delicious connections among nutrition, math, cooking, and science.  Sarah Weir, Sponsor, Kealakehe Culinary Students: 
7.  Super Seabird!  Explore the importance of seabirds to the balance between our 
‘aina (land) and wai (ocean).  Learn to recognize the amazing variety of seabirds in our environment and how wildlife care and rehabilitation helps native seabirds and other native winded wildlife thrive.  Angela Emeliano, Community Coordinator, Hawai’I Wildlife Center
8.  Programming Robots and Drones:   Ready to turn your love for technology into a future career? Join us in this exciting class where you'll get to control Sphero robots and CoDrones!  Learn simple commands to make robots roll and fly through the challenges.  Let's explore, create, and have fun together!  Dana McLaughlin, Founder and Executive Director, Hawaii Keiki Museum.

9.  Monk Seal Mo’olelo:  Join staff from Ke Kai Ola, the Hawaiian monk seal hospital in Kona, to learn about one of only two marine mammals native to the Hawaiian Archipelago; explore monk seal stories of previous hospital patients; and identify what you can do to malama (take care of) this endangered species.  Wendy Marks, School and Youth Program Manager, & Jackie Milligan, Marine Science Educator, Ke Kai Ola  
10.  Structures:  How Are Structures Made Strong?  Learn ways to make strong structures.  There will be materials to build your own structure and then we will see which are tallest and strongest.  Sue Robert  (retired chemist) and others.
11.  Make an impact . . . CRATER!:  The Moon’s surface is full of craters.  Did you ever wonder how that happened?  What about the craters on Earth?  Why do they look the way they do?  Come find out!!  Mary Beth Laychek, Heather Flewelling, & Viraja Khatu, Resident Astronomers, Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope 
12.  Building Pilina (Relationship) with the Corals of Kahaluʻu Bay:  Sculpt your very own cauliflower or mound coral with air-dry clay alongside ReefTeachers from Kahaluʻu Bay!  Through moʻolelo (storytelling), you will learn about one of our oldest kūpuna or ancestors: coral.  This includes exciting topics like kilo (intentional observation), coral spawning, and how you and your ʻohana can join us in caring for the corals of Kahaluʻu Bay and beyond. Brianne Dewani Lauro, Coastal Stewardship and Education Assistant, and Marcie Phares, Dana Kurtzman, & Natalie Kuilima Boucher, ReefTeachers.   

13.  The Doctor Will See You Now:  Be a veterinarian and learn the steps we take to help pets feel better and keep them healthy.  Dr. Deborah Fine-Ferreira, Veterinary Cardiologist, Alii Veterinary Hospital.  

14. 15. & 16.  Problem Solving and Design With Kealakehe Tiki Techs:  Participants will engage in hands-on, 
minds-on engineering activities aligned to the mindset, skills, and methods of the award-winning Kealakehe HS Robotics
programs.  Justin Brown, Sponsor, Kealakehe High School Science students.
